QUACK    DOCTORS    IN    INDIA
India. First, there is the resident type, himself the son
of a vaittyan, whose father has told him a few of the
secrets of the profession, in the form of charms, incanta-
tions, herbs, or the use of the branding-iron. He probably
knows a few medicines, some of these quite good and
efficacious if properly used, but he is very hazy as to
the dose in which they should be given. Once, a woman
was rushed into our hospital half dead, with a blue froth
around her mouth, obviously caused by copper sulphate.
We gave her a stomach-tube at once, and produced nearly
an ounce of that extremely poisonous drug—enough to
kill several families. It turned out that the good lady
had typhoid fever, and her husband was a vaittyan. Act-
ing no doubt in good faith that he was doing his best
for her—perhaps he was !—he had given her this colossal
dose of a poison. He was much distressed at his wife's
condition, and when we asked him why on earth he had
given her this awful dose, he merely said: " Of course,
I know copper sulphate is usually a poison, but I boiled
it a hundred and one times and recited a Mantram * over
it. That took all the poisonous properties away." Poor
man, the rapid death of his wife showed him the futility
of his charms.
On the surgical, as opposed to the medical side, the
treatment of the vaittyan is no less mistaken. For frac-
tured legs, splints are hardly ever used, though they are
often applied to the arm, even if no fracture is there, and
tightly bound on in such a way as to deprive the limb
of its blood supply and to cause intense agony to the
poor patient. Other diseases are often treated surgically
by the drastic and useless method, so common among
our own ancestors in Britain, of the cautery. Almost the
majority of patients who seek treatment at Neyyoor have
a scar—often many scars—in some part or another of
1 I.e. incantation, usually a verse of the Sanskrit, either tradi-
tional or from the Hindu Scriptures, supposed to have magical
powers.
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